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| DECLARATION 


OR PROFFER OF THE 
Archdukes of Brabant, concerning a 
truce betweene them and the States of the Free uni- 
ted Netherlandiſh Prouinces, Auding to the treatie 
for aperpetuall Peace betweene them: or for a ſurces- 
| ance of Armes for certaine yeares.Conmtained 
in « Letter [ent vnto the 
ſaid States, 


Alſo the Anſvver and Acceptance of the 
States of the vnited Prouinces ynto 
the Arch-dukes, 


Tranſlated out of N gtherlandiſh 
Printed copie. 
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Printed by R. R. for iam Ferebrand, and are 
to be ſold at his ſhop in Popes-head 
Alley. 1607. 
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TO THE RIGHT 


3 the Earle of Exceter, 


K nioht of the moſt Honorable order of thi 


Garter: and one of the Lordes of his Ma- 


jeſties moſt Honorablepriuie Counſel. 
R. P. wiſheth all encreaſe of Honor 
and mndldſe bappineſſe, 


PAY Ay it oleaſe your Hon, 
1 557 The obſeruation which 
TED this world begets, may 
FN reach experience truly 
to report, that Love and 
cbaruy are for the moſt 

” 
SKA.» part grovvne ſo cold, e- 
uen in che hoteſt Sun has of our Profeſſion, 
as that deſpiſed Pouertie, though addicted 
to the Religious exerciſe of endeuois cõmen- 
dable, is in the beſt employment ( vvhich 
ſcemes vvith greateſt Fauor to ſinile vpon his 
Hope) ſo coldly recompenced, as that poore 
| vnpitied dereffed miſerable Pouertie knowes 
| neither -Meanes nor Place howy or vvhere to 

vyarmeitlelfes 


Vn- 


The Epiſtle DedicatorieÞ. 
Vnhappie I, in this beſt time of greateſt 
happines,who being as Iam a Poore diſpi- 
ſed, hated, ſcorned, and vnteſpected Soul lier 
ſo vnfortunate as no commended meanes, 
though many vſed, with confirmation both 
of loue and Loyaltie, can bee of power from 
diſpayres Gulſe, to raiſe a Spirit drowned,in 
worſt of miſery : but were I not indeered 
vnto thoſe by heauen made mine, who are 
indeed, to me, thẽ life, more deate from whõ 
there is no way ta tun, vnleſſe in me, ſelfe be- 
ing be diſolued, I would aſſuredly by hea- 
uens aſsiſtance in ſome honeſt Var vvithvſe 
of Armes, gitre to my lite ſo long as I ſhould 
liue a ſiuing maintenance: but novy Iumu- 
red in my natiue home, vnſeperably Toake 
vvich leane · fact ponertic. | haue experience 
to conclude that as it is molt certaine Pax 
procreat Bellum, ſo is it no leſſe true, that a 
F coufirmed Peace, Non amat Fillios belli, vntill 
t ſhe hath need of them. 

Irthis eſtate not knowing howto med 
my ſelfe, Religiour Lawe fhall make my re- 
folution honeſt, & though Rerum conditio- 

nem mut art non poſſum, yet will haue power 
to fay Hoc poſſum magnum ſumere animam et 
wiro forti dignum, with patience therefore 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatories. 


hal my grieued thoghts ioyſully be thrown 


vpõ my makers prouidẽce by whole aſsiſt- 
ance I will till reſolur vvith a conſtant Bo- 
(Ge to perſiſt in the proſecution of commen- 
ded deedes, for this | knovy Spes mea,/briſto 
vinehs Eft umerevr ſemper uma. Tar 
And thus, my Honorable Lord, hauing 
breathed forth a ſight vnto the grace of your 
compalsjonate reſpect: Ihumbly craue your 
Honor vvill vouchſafe, ropatronize in this 
little booke(by me collected) not my ovvne 
but the yyords of that reuerend and leatned 
Judge, the Lord / ole, vvho at his coming to 
Norwich, did at the «Afj/es' there ypon the 
bench, deliuera charge ſo exelent as that it 
vvorthyly deſerues to bee continued in per- 
petuall memorie, vvhich being thus produ- 
ſed to a publique vievv, I hope it ſhall vnto 
our Publickeweale remaine a vvorthy preſe- 
dent, vvhetein Romes champions may vvith 
ſhame decerne their long continued ſhame- 
full practices,Pgritans & Siſmatickes learne 
to knoyve wich vvhat niuſlice they di- 
ſturbe the happineſſe of our molt hap- 
Pie peace, our Iuſtices, inferior officers, Ju- 
rors, and Commons generally, may in this 
booke find out commended documents, and 
infiruftiss profitable as vvel directing hovy 


The'Epiftle Dedicatorie. 
to gouernas to be gouerned :all which par- 
ticularsthelearned Indge hath wiſely hãdled 
with ſuch plauſible Oratorical wiſedomes e- 
0 loquence, as chat vvhen | heard him ſpeake, 
I thought the Poet had iuſt cauſe to ſay, Proſ- 
pera lux orri tur linguiſqꝛanimiſq; fauete: Nam 
dicenda bono ſunt bona verba die If therefore 
in this follovving vvorke my Memory hath 
given a true inſtruction to my pen, Ihope 
my labour ſhalbe accoũted profitable, When 
it adminiſters a publique benefit. 

Thus Right Hon. Earle, vvhat I haue here- 
in performed, together vvith my moſt vn- 
vvorthy ſclfe, I humbly referre vnto your 
Honoured yviſedomes conſideratiõ, remai- 


ning as I vvill alyvayes reſt, 


m_ = „ - 


Tour Honours in all bumblenefie 


of Dutie. 


R. P. a- Feu s 


Letter of the Arch-Dukes, ſent 


vnto the States of the ynited 
3 


7 1 De Archdukes, whoſe 
Wh, heartes moſt fernent 
= « and earneſt dcſircgsen = 


2 5 deuour noc hing moze, 

then to ſce the Ne- 
3 5 therlandes, and all 
the good Jnhabitants 
ä ASS thereof at peace, and 
rte Now the Titferies of theſe continuall 
warres,vpon good conſideratedelibcration, 
declare and lignifte by theſe pꝛeſents, that 


is Axe contented to treat wil the 


gerlandes in the = 


w 8 not 
hich, —,. 


2.) 


clayming oz pꝛetending any thing. Bee ik 
by way ol a perpetuall peace, truce oꝝ ſurcea: 
lance — armes. foz twelue.fifteene,oztwen- 
tie peares, cuen to the free choyſe and accep- 
tance ofthe afozeſaid States, the whole de⸗ 
pending vpon reaſonable condiriss, imongft 
which condittons, coucnants and agrec= 
ments, alſo ſhall be admitted, aſwell to the 
concluſionof a perpetual peace,ag to a truce, 
oz ſurceaſe of Armes: That each one £ ſhall 
continne to hauc and r poſtled of 
all that that 
by _— conſent in be conuenientl other⸗ 
— cd vpon.foz the better actommoda⸗ 
their Highnelles,andtheſaid Stats, 


e — —— ee) 
places, 7 — 


curity of the cõmon trade, traffique, comerce, 
—— 2 wc av belon 
contation and 12 of what ſhalj 
the buſeed jones [And 15 yy * 
with thẽ no otherwiſe] ; 
without fraud # deceit 
the laid States a time ol deitberatis to con⸗ 
ſiderand determine what ſball be mol need⸗ 


„ o NEE pab- 


Ind 


Androthe nd chac whatſoever (8 foputerts 
rehcarſed, may haue the bettet pzoc 
de it era perpetual prace.2p thefacd Curceſcc 


ar t enlaimg eight 
lfarceatc of armes, alllet 
7 agg eee 1 e f 


—— — ' eur 
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22 land, in ail che Nctheriands,0z at N 
paine,02 ellcwhere, as vocll ir | 
ing. asc their Pighnefſcs, from the 
day of Anno 1607. 

And vpon condition pzoutded, — 
in the afozcſaid time of dap and 392 
mitted any of the parties ignozantly, with⸗ 
out taking knowledge hereof,ſbouldſurpziſe 
02 intercept any thing from the other partie, 
that the lame ſball then bet dewly repaired, 
and reſtitution made, ſo farre fozth as the 
ſaid States on theit partes dot allowe and 


appzoue the ſaid pꝛouiſionall trure, within 
2 44 eight 


— ts mares touching peace, truce, oʒ 
ſutcealance of togither with the 
time and plate by them to makechoiſe of, to 
that cfcct, 


Done in Bruſſels the 13, of March -1 607, 
was Paragrafied Richardet Vi: Signed 
2 Jabell, and vnderneath 


By order of their Highneſſe xrreyten and ſca- 
led with the Signet of then Highnefles, 


6 " 4 * * AA 
VA ISTH 
LES, 

* * . 
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The States Generall oſ the vnited 
Prouinces, together with his Excellencie, hauing 
conſidered vpon the Proffets, declarations, and 
preſentations of the Arch dułes, returne 
their Anſwer as followeth. 


Hat in the qualitte as States 


( 
| 


and declare bytheſc pzcſcnts, Chat they foz 
their parts, no leſſe than the other partic, 
heartely wiſh nothing moze , than to ſeethe 
Netherlands deliucred, by mcancs ofſoimne 
godly, honourable, and ſecure ende, fromthe 
miſerics of theſe warres, And hoping that 
the Irch-dukes, both in the behalte ofthe 
King of Spaine, *foz themlſclucs , haue made 
theſe pꝛolferg, declarations , and pꝛeſentati⸗ 
ons.ſincerely and faithfully, 


The ſaid States Generall in the qualitie a 
afojelaid hane accepted and a 10 tc 
by ents, 


' ir fa N , 5 8 and preſentations, to 
communicate t relate vnto thoſe to whom 
their declarati⸗ 


comming , with full 
mightie willblelle and guidethe bulines foz 
c 


the beſt, 
and theroupon the wzitings and bonds ol 
K 


and like declara- 


ed onthe tenth ol Apzill next And 
within two oz at the larthelt, thzce al⸗ 
ter, delmered, and exchanged befoze Lilo, 
Done ins Grancnhage, 
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Nee all the temporall bleſ. 
75 8 = God ofhis free boun. 
N ty beſtowes vpon any King 
dome or Nation, there is not 
any thing more inualuable the 
e . 
dat heauen-bred bappines, cal- 
led Peace and Luictnes: it was 
a harmony from Angelicall voyces, at the birth of 
our Sauiour, when thoſe divine Embaſſadours 
brought glad tidings of great ioy , pronouncing 
Peace on earth,and wnto all men will: when 
our Sauiour departed from his Diſciples hee leſt 
Peace with them when hee came amongſt them 
after his relurtection, the doores beeing ſhut , hee 
ſpake Peace vnto them: and Peace is that, without 
which, all other things are diſtaſtfull and voplea- 
lanr, 

W hat is it in this world, either for honour,ri- 
ches, plenty ,aliance , attes, fricndſbip,or any hu- 
mane good, but with Pexceit lowntheth in glo- 
rious ſun-ſhine ? 

We out ſelues, of any Nation vnder the cope 
B 2 of 


To the Reader. 


ofheauen , can euidence this to the whole world, 
that haue had the Palme-tree (pread ouer this 
Kingdome,the long raigne of a peacefull Queen, 
and continueth in flowriſhing ſtate the preſent 
raigne of her worthy ſucceſſor , who is the mirror 
of Peace to all Nations of the eatth. Bur what we 
haue not feared, others haue molt gricuoully felt, 
eſpecially our neere neighbours , (the vnited Ne- 
therlands)whoſe tragedy begun by rugged warre, 
hath continued iu bloody aſtion, many yeares of 
terror 5 their calamiti-s and miſeries , which of vs 
can be ignorant of Engliſh eares haue heard their 
roaring Canons eccho in the ayre , imitating /oxes 
thunder, their Trumpets ſound the fatall knell of 
infinit thouſands, and their Drummes allarmes 
laden the earth with millions of dead carkaſles. 

Engliſh cies haue ſeenethe deuaſtations,ſpoiles, 
ſieges, canſackings, & flaming cities, of thoſe coun- 
tries: Engliſh liues haue beene liberally ſpent in 
their martiall buſineſſe, followed their fortuncs, 
bled in their quarrels, and died in their bartels, 

But now, after all theſe bloody affaites, this ſup- 
poſed endleſſe warte, theſe reputed itteuocable 
cruelties, behold a ſtrange and admirable alterati- 
on, that ſuch implacable aduerſarics, ſhall moſt 
readily and willingly propound loue and amitie, 
offering to ſheath the (word till it ruſt (euen a per- 
petuall Peace,)or a Truce limited, or any indiffe. 
rency of faithful triall. 

From whence proceedeth the originall of theſe 


| dcfignes?ro whom mult the eſſicient cauſe bee at- 


eributcd? 


To the Rradty. 
rribured? but anely to that Almightie Peace-ma 
ker vo hath the ruling and ordering of hearts in 
his owne hand, to diſpoſe of them as hee pleaſeth, 
be they neuer ſo potent, powerfull, or oppoſite. 

For as in Iuſtice hee hath a ſeuete and ctuell 
whip of three cotdes, to puniſh ſinners (to wit of 
Famine, Sword, and Peſfilence,) ſo in his Mercie 
he hath Plentie, peact and Health:freely to beſtow 
on whome his merci. thall pleaſe to extend them. 
I: is to be hoped chavthe Lords wrath will be ap- 
peaſed, towards them that the [word hath deſtroy- 
ed, for ſuch a long continuance of years. And that 
he will tather powre out his wrath and heauie diſ- 

leaſure vpon the heathen that haue not knowne 

m, nor called vpon his name. And it is a dutie 
wherunto euery Chriſtian man is obliged, to pray 
vnto the great God of Heauen, that hee will re- 
moue his hand of Iuſtice from his poore weake 
and fraile creatures, whom with one angry frown, 
he can at once deſtroy from the face of the earth. 
The Prophet Dauid faith , Ir is 4 good and toyfull 
thing, for brethren to dwell in unity. All that pro- 
ſeſſe Chriſt , are taught by him, in prayer to call 
him father , and the ſonnes of one father mult - 
needs be brethren. 

This motion of Peace and concord ( it it bee 
faithfull and vnfained,to prevent effuſion of Chri- 
ſtian blood) is moſt honourable , and the accep- 
tance thereof,ofas high worthineſſe: he that made 
the heart knowes it, and hath the diſpoſe of it: hee 
thatis called the Lord of Hoſts can command an- 
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To the Reader, 
gels to fight his battell, with terrible laughter: and 
againe , can beyond all expectation of humane 
creature, ceaſe ſtearne fact warre , with mild im- 
bracements of ſmiling Peace. 

To conclude, let all bee referred to his will, 
who hath power, and whoſepower no mortall is 
able to teſiſt, and let our affections ioyne with 

thoſe heauenly ſouldiets, that ſounded 
ſorch Peate on earth, & good 
will wich men. 


FINIS. 


